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Between the Testaments
Pharisees – tried to prove their worthiness to 

God so He would save Israel
Maccabees – fought in their own power to do 

what they thought God should be doing for 
them

Pharisees – turned to a Roman general for 
peace, rather than to God

Most of the Jews – fatal resignation
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Luke 2:25-38

prosdexomai
– expectant waiting
– being ready and willing
– high level of personal involvement



How does God want us to wait?
1. Abide in and show the love of God

Keep yourselves in God's love as you WAIT
for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to bring you 
to eternal life. – Jude 1:21 (NIV)



How does God want us to wait?
2. Minister to and care for your brothers and 
sisters in Christ

I commend to you our sister Phoebe, who is a 
servant of the church in Cenchreae. So you should 
WELCOME her in the Lord in a manner worthy of 
the saints and assist her in whatever matter she 
may require your help. For indeed she has been 
a benefactor of many — and of me also. 
– Romans 16:1-2

(also Epaphroditus in Philippians 2)



How does God want us to wait?
3. Reach out and minister to those who don’t yet 
know Jesus

All the tax collectors and sinners were 
approaching to listen to Him. And the Pharisees 
and scribes were complaining, “This man 
WELCOMES sinners and eats with them.” 
– Luke 15:1-2



How does God want us to wait?
4. Reject godlessness in your life

Instructing us to deny godlessness and worldly 
lusts and to live in a sensible, righteous, and 
godly way in the present age, while we WAIT for 
the blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our 
great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. – Titus 2:12-13



How does God want us to wait?
4. Reject godlessness in your life

For people will be lovers of self, lovers of 
money, boastful, proud, demeaning, disobedient 
to parents, ungrateful, unholy, unloving, 
irreconcilable, slanderers, without self-control, 
brutal, without love for what is good, traitors, 
reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than 
lovers of God, holding to the form of godliness 
but denying its power. – 2 Timothy 3:2-5



How does God want us to wait?
5. Do good works

while we WAIT for the blessed hope, the 
appearing of the glory of our great God and 
Savior, Jesus Christ. He gave Himself for us to 
redeem us from all lawlessness and to cleanse for 
Himself a people for His own possession,
eager to do good works. – Titus 2:13-14

Also, Ephesians 2:10



How does God want us to wait?
6. Be willing to accept the loss of material things

Remember the earlier days when, after you had 
been enlightened, you endured a hard struggle 
with sufferings. Sometimes you were publicly 
exposed to taunts and afflictions, and at other 
times you were companions of those who were 
treated that way… – Hebrews 10:32-36



How does God want us to wait?
6. Be willing to accept the loss of material things

…For you sympathized with the prisoners and 
ACCEPTED with joy the confiscation of your 
possessions, because you know that you 
yourselves have a better and enduring 
possession… – Hebrews 10:32-36



How does God want us to wait?
6. Be willing to accept the loss of material things

…So don’t throw away your confidence, which has 
a great reward. For you need endurance, so that 
after you have done God’s will, you may receive 
what was promised. – Hebrews 10:32-36



How does God want us to wait?
7. Look ahead to our eternity with Jesus

“Be ready for service and have your lamps lit. You 
are to be like people WAITING for their Master to 
return from the wedding banquet so that when 
He comes and knocks, they can open the door for 
Him at once. Blessed will be those servants the 
Master finds alert when He comes. Truly I tell you, 
He will get ready, have them recline at the table, 
then come and serve them.” – Luke 12:35-37



How does God want us to wait?
1. Abide in and show the love of God
2. Minister to and care for your brothers and sisters 

in Christ
3. Reach out and minister to those who don’t yet 

know Jesus
4. Reject godlessness in your life
5. Do good works
6. Be willing to accept the loss of material things
7. Look ahead to our eternity with Jesus




