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But after he had considered these things, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, 
don’t be afraid to take Mary as your wife, because what has 
been conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give 
birth to a son, and you are to name Him Jesus, because He 
will save his people from their sins.” Now all this took place 
to fulfill what was spoken by the Lord through the prophet:
See, the virgin will become pregnant and give birth to a son, 
and they will name Him Immanuel, which is translated “God 
is with us.” – Matthew 1:20-23
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Emmanuel – His Human Nature

Thousands of Years of False Teachings about Jesus

Docetism – He was fully God, but only appeared to be human

Apollinarianism – Human body, with divine (not human) mind

Nestorianism – Human body, with 2 separate spirits/persons 
(one human and one divine)

Eutychianism – Human body, with human nature and divine 
nature blended together into a unique third nature
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The Word became flesh and dwelt among us. We observed His 
glory, the glory as the one and only Son from the Father, full of 
grace and truth. – John 1:14



Emmanuel – His Human Nature

Jesus became fully human, while remaining fully God

The Word became flesh and dwelt among us. We observed His 
glory, the glory as the one and only Son from the Father, full of 
grace and truth. – John 1:14

This is how you know the Spirit of God: Every spirit that 
confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God.
– 1 John 4:2



Emmanuel – His Human Nature

Jesus became fully human, while remaining fully God

Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with 
God something to be grasped; rather, He made Himself 
nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being made in 
human likeness. – Philippians 2:6-7

“made Himself nothing” = emptied Himself, humbled Himself
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1.) He laid aside His glory as the Son of God

He didn't have an impressive form or majesty that we should 
look at him, no appearance that we should desire him.
– Isaiah 53:2



Emmanuel – His Human Nature

Jesus became fully human, while remaining fully God

How did He humble Himself?

1.) He laid aside His glory as the Son of God

He didn't have an impressive form or majesty that we should look 
at him, no appearance that we should desire him. – Isaiah 53:2

“Now, Father, glorify me in your presence with that glory I had 
with you before the world existed.” – John  17:5



Emmanuel – His Human Nature

Jesus became fully human, while remaining fully God

How did He humble Himself?

2.) He accepted the limitations of being human

e.g. Hunger, thirst, the need for sleep, exhaustion, etc.

For surely it is not the angels He helps, but the descendants of 
Abraham. For this reason He had to be made like His brothers 
in every way. – Hebrews 2:16-17a (BSB)



Emmanuel – His Human Nature

Jesus became fully human, while remaining fully God

How did He humble Himself?

3.) He cried out to God the Father 

During His earthly life, He offered prayers and appeals with 
loud cries and tears to the One who was able to save Him 
from death, and was heard because of His reverence. 
– Hebrews 5:7



Emmanuel – His Human Nature

Jesus became fully human, while remaining fully God

How did He humble Himself?

4.) He gave up independent use of His divine attributes

Jesus replied, "Truly I tell you, the Son is not able to do 
anything on His own, but only what He sees the Father doing. 
For whatever the Father does, the Son likewise does these 
things.” – John 5:19



Emmanuel – His Human Nature

Jesus became fully human, while remaining fully God

How did He humble Himself?

4.) He gave up independent use of His divine attributes

Going a little farther, He fell facedown and prayed, “My Father, 
if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me. Yet not as I will, but 
as You will.” – Matthew 26:39



Emmanuel – His Human Nature

Jesus became fully human, while remaining fully God

How did He humble Himself?

4.) He gave up independent use of His divine attributes

“Or do you think that I cannot call on My Father, and He will 
provide Me here and now with more than twelve legions of 
angels?” – Matthew 26:53
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For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. – Romans 3:23

For just as through one man's disobedience the many were made 
sinners, so also through the one Man's obedience the many will be 
made righteous. – Romans 5:19

God presented Him to demonstrate His righteousness at the present 
time, so that He would be righteous and declare righteous the one 
who has faith in Jesus. – Romans 3:26
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What Emmanuel means for a believer

As fully human, Jesus can sympathize with our weaknesses

Therefore, since we have a great High Priest who has passed 
through the heavens — Jesus the Son of God — let us hold fast to 
our confession. For we do not have a high priest who is unable to 
sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in 
every way as we are, yet without sin. Therefore, let us approach the 
throne of grace with boldness, so that we may receive mercy and 
find grace to help us in time of need. – Hebrews 4:14-16
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What Emmanuel means for a believer

As fully human, Jesus can be our Example for life

The one who says he remains in Him should walk just as He walked. 
– 1 John 2:6

…we are being transformed into His image… – 2 Corinthians 3:18

For those He foreknew He also predestined to be conformed to the 
image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among many 
brothers and sisters. – Romans 8:29



What Emmanuel means for a believer

As fully human and fully God, Jesus is always “God With Us” 
as we share the gospel

Jesus came near and said to them, “All authority has been 
given to me in heaven and on earth. Go, therefore, and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to 
observe everything I have commanded you. And remember, 
I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 
– Matthew 28:18-20



What Emmanuel means for
a not-yet Christian

As fully human and fully God, Jesus is the mediator 
between God and humanity

For there is one God and one mediator between God and 
humanity, the man Christ Jesus. – 1 Timothy 2:5

Now a mediator is not just for one person alone… 
– Galatians 3:20
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