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Cultural Context

• Words can have additional/different meaning from cultural context

• I’ll be back

• Flesh wounds

• Inconceivable! 

• […] said the millennial and Gen Z

• Removing a parable from its context risks missing meaning

• Parables were heard by a community with a middle eastern culture



Messy:  The Cost of Being a Neighbor
Luke 10:25-37
• Jesus as a Theologian

• “A parable is an extended metaphor and as such it is not a delivery system for 
an idea but a house in which the reader/listener is invited to take up 
residence.”  -- Kenneth Bailey

• The cultural force of “Samaritan”
• Today:  We have good Samaritan laws, hospital, societies, etc.

• 128 BC:  Destruction of the Samaritan temple on Mt. Gerizim

• Around birth of Jesus: Samaritan defiled the Jewish temple by scattering 
bones on the eve of Passover 

• Who are our “Samaritans” today?  How do we respond to them?



The Context of a Theological Question

Then an expert in the law stood up to test him, saying, 
“Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?”  

“What is written in the law?” he asked him. “How do you 
read it?” 

(Luke 10:25-26) 

• Testing and false humility

• Do – Inherit?

• When a lawyer asks a question…



The Theological Question

He answered, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, 
with all your soul, with all your strength, and with all your 
mind,” and “your neighbor as yourself.”  

“You’ve answered correctly,” he told him. “Do this and 
you will live.”

(Luke 10:27-28) 

• Deut 6:5, Lev 19:18

• Jesus taught on these principles (echoed in Matt 7:12, Luke 6:31)

• Is this an achievable standard?



The Lawyer’s 2nd Question

But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, “And who is 
my neighbor?”

(Luke 10:29) 

• Does the Lawyer think he meets the 1st standard?

• Needs to know where to draw the line on the 2nd

• Who is my neighbor?

• Man’s religion looks for:  Clean rules, clean lines, nothing messy

You shall not take vengeance, nor bear any grudge against 
the sons of your people, but you shall love your 
neighbor as yourself; I am the Lord

(Leviticus 19:18) 



Who is my neighbor?

Jesus took up the question and said: “A man was going 
down from Jerusalem to Jericho and fell into the hands of 
robbers. They stripped him, beat him up, and fled, leaving 
him half dead.

(Luke 10:30) 

• Who is this man?

• Who are the robbers?

• Twist:  He has been stripped of his identity!



Who is my neighbor?  The priest answers

A priest happened to be going down that road. When he 
saw him, he passed by on the other side. 

(Luke 10:31) 

• The cultural context

• Is this the priest’s neighbor?

• What are the risks to find out?
• Touching the dead

• Ambush



Who is my neighbor?  The Levite answers

In the same way, a Levite, when he arrived at the place 
and saw him, passed by on the other side. 

(Luke 10:32) 

• Is this the Levite’s neighbor?

• What are the risks to find out?
• Ambush

• Well, the priest didn’t intervene…

• Who is expected to appear on the scene next?



The Jewish layman Samaritan answers

But a Samaritan on his journey came up to him, and when 
he saw the man, he had compassion. He went over to him 
and bandaged his wounds, pouring on olive oil and wine. 
Then he put him on his own animal, brought him to an 
inn, and took care of him.

(Luke 10:33-34) 

• Is this the Samaritan’s neighbor?

• What did he risk?

• Where was the inn?

• The story in modern context



The Samaritan at risk

The next day he took out two denarii, gave them to the 
innkeeper, and said, ‘Take care of him. When I come back 
I’ll reimburse you for whatever extra you spend.’

(Luke 10:35) 

• Time passed overnight

• The unfinished narrative

• Who would approve of his actions?



Do-Be-Do
“Which of these three do you think proved to be a 
neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of the 
robbers?”
“The one who showed mercy to him,” he said.
Then Jesus told him, “Go and do the same.”

(Luke 10:36-37) 

• Back to the theological question:  What do I do?  
• Jesus answers:  This is who you must be.
• Was the lawyer meeting the standard?  Can we?

Wretched man that I am! Who will set me free from the 
body of this death? Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ 
our Lord!

(Romans 7: 24-25) 



Messy Application 1:  Standard and Application

• Can you maintain the “All of your…” standard?

• We need to check our mirror if we have any doubts

• Jesus did, and changed us so we could achieve that application

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; 
against such things there is no law. Now those who 
belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its 
passions and desires.

(Galatians 5:22-24) 



Messy Application 2:  Count the Cost

What was the cost to the Samaritan?

• Silver

• Time

• Supplies

• Pride

• Judgment of two communities

• Risked his life



Messy Application 3:  Supernaturally Radical

• The Outworking of the Christian Life is Inconceivable!
• To the world

• To the moral people

• To your brothers and sisters in the church (who aren’t called by God in the same way)

• Your Christian walk is “in person” like the life of Jesus

• What do you do when God calls you to radical, messy service?

“Go and do the same.”
(Luke 10:37b) 




