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What is Love?
(1 John 4:7-8)

Dear friends, let us love one another, because love is from
God, and everyone who loves has been born of God and
knows God. The one who does not love does not know
God, because God is love.
• How do we communicate authentic love?

Authentic Love
(1 Corinthians 13:4-7)

Love is patient, love is kind. Love does not envy, is not
boastful, is not arrogant, is not rude, is not self-seeking, is
not irritable, and does not keep a record of wrongs. Love
finds no joy in unrighteousness but rejoices in the truth.
It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things,
endures all things.
• Where is the Love?

Truth and Love
• God frequently links Truth and Love
• So why do we feel a tension between Truth and Love?
• Love without Truth is not Authentic Love
• Truth without Love is not Authentic Truth
(Galatians 5:22-24)

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control;
against such things there is no law. Now those who
belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its
passions and desires.

Love Revealed
(1 John 4:9-11)

God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent
his one and only Son into the world so that we might live
through him. Love consists in this: not that we loved God,
but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning
sacrifice for our sins. Dear friends, if God loved us in this
way, we also must love one another.

Love Testified
(1 John 4:12-14)

No one has ever seen God. If we love one another, God
remains in us and his love is made complete in us. This is
how we know that we remain in him and he in us: He has
given us of his Spirit. And we have seen and we testify
that the Father has sent his Son as the world’s Savior.
Responses to God’s love:
• Love one-another
• Tell others

Truth in Love: A Messy Passion
(Psalm 40:9-10)

I proclaim righteousness in the great assembly; see, I do
not keep my mouth closed— as you know, Lord. I did not
hide your righteousness in my heart; I spoke about your
faithfulness and salvation; I did not conceal your constant
love and truth from the great assembly.

Love in Truth: Messy Confidence
(1 John 4:15-17)

Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God—God
remains in him and he in God. And we have come to know
and to believe the love that God has for us. God is love,
and the one who remains in love remains in God, and God
remains in him. In this, love is made complete with us so
that we may have confidence in the day of judgment,
because as he is, so also are we in this world.

Love in Truth: Messy Forgiveness
(Romans 5:6-8,11)

For while we were still helpless, at the right time, Christ
died for the ungodly. For rarely will someone die for a just
person—though for a good person perhaps someone
might even dare to die. But God proves his own love for
us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us
And not only that, but we also rejoice in God through our
Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received
this reconciliation.

Truth in Love: Messy Authenticity
(Ephesians 2:8-9)

For you are saved by grace through faith, and this is not
from yourselves; it is God’s gift— not from works, so that
no one can boast.
• God’s love is humbling
• Are we authentic with each other about our struggles and growth?
• Authenticity is becoming more important to each “next generation”

Authentic Christian Life
People are hungry for:
• Inseparable Love and Truth
• Forgiveness
• Authenticity
• Where is the Love?
• Where is the Truth?

(John 14:6)

Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one
comes to the Father except through me.

