








Matthew 2:1-12 (BSB)

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, 
during the time of King Herod, Magi from 

the east arrived in Jerusalem, asking, 
“Where is the One who has been born King 
of the Jews? We saw His star in the east and 

have come to worship Him.”



When King Herod heard this, he was 
disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. And 
when he had assembled all the chief priests 

and scribes of the people, he asked them 
where the Christ was to be born.
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“In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is 
what the prophet has written: 

‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah, 

for out of you will come a ruler 
who will be the shepherd of My people Israel.’”
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Then Herod called the Magi secretly and 
learned from them the exact time the star 

had appeared. And sending them to 
Bethlehem, he said: “Go and search carefully 
for the Child, and when you find Him, report 
to me, so that I too may go and worship Him.
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After they had heard the king, they went on 
their way, and the star they had seen in the 
east went ahead of them until it stood over 
the place where the Child was. When they 

saw the star, they rejoiced with great delight.
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On coming to the house, they saw the Child 
with His mother Mary, and they fell down 

and worshiped Him. Then they opened their 
treasures and presented Him with gifts of 

gold and frankincense and myrrh.
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And having been warned in a dream not to 
return to Herod, they withdrew to their 

country by another route.
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How many Magi were there? 

Origen (3rd cent.) – 3 
Anonymous Syrian writer (4th cent.) – 12 

Two 21st Century Biblical Scholars 
Mariya Nelson – Only 3 (if more, probably 57) 
McKaden Nelson – Any number

What do we know about the Magi?



Were they rich, even kings? 
Rich – most early church authors viewed 
them as wealthy. “The East, on the one 
hand, generally held the Magi to be kings.”  
  – Tertullian (c. 197) 

Poor – Matthew’s gospel focuses on spiritual 
riches over wealth, so he wouldn’t have 
included the Magi story if they were wealthy

What do we know about the Magi?



Where were they from? 
Justin Martyr (c. 160) – Arabia (modern Yemen) 
Tatian (c. 160) – Persia 
Clement of Alexandria (c. 195) – Persia 
Some 3rd cent. writers – Babylon 
Anonymous Syrian writer (4th cent.) – China(?)

What do we know about the Magi?



Were they Gentiles or Jews? 
Gentile – most early church authors viewed 
them as pagans used by God for a specific 
purpose 

Jewish – There were Jewish Magi (Acts 13) 
        – If from Babylon, there was a large 
Jewish community there, some disconnected 
from religious life in Jerusalem

What do we know about the Magi?



Were they legit or posers? 
Legit – Persian Magi viewed as having 
high level of knowledge and education 

Posers – Babylonian Magi were viewed 
as magicians, soothsayers, charlatans, 
or imposters 

What do we know about the Magi?



Were they peaceful or warriors? 
Peaceful – Common image of quiet intellectuals 

Warriors – Persian Magi had a history of 
orchestrating revolts & rebellions. 
“In the country of the Magi...  those who travel 
through the locality… hear a confused sound as if 
several legions are shouting in battle array.”  
– Clement of Alexandria (c. 195)

What do we know about the Magi?



The Magi were following a star, 

but they were seeking a King.
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What Are You Seeking?

The Scribes of the people did not seek the Messiah 

Fear 
Religious legalism 

Complacency 
Unwilling to step away from their comfort



Do we seek Christ, or stopped by fear? 

“My goal is to know Him and the power of His 
resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings…” 

- Philippians 3:10

What Are You Seeking?



Do we seek Christ, or stopped by religion? 

Seek the LORD, all you humble of the land,  
you who do what He commands.  
Seek righteousness, seek humility 

- Zephaniah 2:3

What Are You Seeking?



Do we seek Christ, or stopped by complacency? 

Seek the LORD and His strength;  
seek His face always. 

- 1 Chronicles 16:11

What Are You Seeking?



Do we seek Christ, or stopped by our comfort? 

Then Jesus said to His disciples, "If anyone wants 
to follow after Me, let him deny himself, take up his 

cross, and follow Me.” 
- Matthew 16:24

What Are You Seeking?



“All seek their own interests,  
not those of Jesus Christ.” 

- Philippians 2:21

What Are You Seeking, 
Really?



“Those all,  
for the of themselves  

are seeking, 
not the of Christ Jesus.” 

- Philippians 2:21 (lit.)

What Are You Seeking, 
Really?



“Those all,  
for the ________ of themselves 

are seeking, 
not the ________ of Christ Jesus.” 

- Philippians 2:21 (lit.)

What Are You Seeking, 
Really?




