
1 
 

Clothed & Learned In Christ Jesus: Dynamics For 
Increased and Deeper Intimacy With My Lord. 

Gal. 3:27; Eph. 4:20 
Chaplain Gil Alden, WSP 

 
Text: Gal. 3:27; Eph. 4:20 and others 
 
Introduction: The strangest spiritual conviction in the world – Christianity. 
Not just that Christ Jesus, the Godman, stepped into our time domain, died, was 
resurrected BUT that we have a permanent, all-encompassing relationship with God, 
particularly Christ Jesus (whom the paraclete, helper HS helps us better understand) 
and the HS. In Christ, primarily and preeminently, quite simply I will know every 
important aspect and variable of the totality of my existence and that of my fellow 
humans – bar none. To borrow and modify from the great C. S. Lewis, “I believe in 
Christ as I believe that the sun has risen not only because I see it, but because by it I 
see everything else.” I believe in Jesus Christ not only because HE has risen, but it is 
by Christ Jesus that I see/understand/apprehend all the most important and 
meaningful truths of life. 
   

ISSUE: THERE IS A RUB IN DISCIPLESHIP/RELATIONSHIP WITH J.C.; MOST 
CHRISTIANS INHERENTLY KNOW AND INTENSELY DESIRE A DEEPER LEVEL OF 

CONNECTEDNESS AND INTIMACY WITH CHRIST. 
 

THE RUB IS MAKING SURE TO GET THAT LEVEL OF ATTUNEMENT WITH CHRIST, 
THAT WE ARE CAREFUL TO FOLLOW THE INSTRUCTIONS AND THE PLAN HE 

HAS DESIGNED US FOR. 
 

WHY IS THIS THE GOSPEL? 
 

Foundational reminders in growing deeper with JC: 
 
 

1. I am in a relationship with a person. One who has feelings, thoughts, desires. 
God the Father, God the Son, God the HS. “If you love me keep my 
commandments.” (Jn. 14:15); “For thou shalt worship no other god: for the 
LORD, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God: Lest thou make a covenant with 
the inhabitants of the land, and they go a whoring after their gods, and do 
sacrifice unto their gods, and one call thee, and thou eat of his sacrifice” (Ex. 
34:14-15); “You are my friends if you do what I command you.” (Jn. 15:14). We are 
in relationship with a person, the God person, not a historical figure, religious 
dogma or ethic, a person! 
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2. Jesus Christ is the person in the Godhead who designed me (Col. 1). So listen to 
the designer. 

 
3. My designer wants His absolute best for me. Love is the supreme ethic and is 

proven by God who wants not what I think is best but what He knows is best 
for me (Jn. 15:1-15). 

 
4. I have the perfect teacher who is the perfect pattern for the totality of my 

existence – Christ Jesus (Rom. 12:2; Heb. 12:2).  (Faith is active trust.) 
 

5. I have been endowed with every dynamic I need to ‘clothe’ myself, ‘to learn’ 
Christ (Eph. 1:1-23; Phil. 4:13; 2 Pet. 1:1-10). 

 
IMPERATIVE DISCIPLINES FOR THE SAINT TO LEARN, GROW IN, & STAY WELL 

CLOTHED AND WELL LEARNED-IN CHRIST! 
 

1. Remember God is a person (Jn. 15:11, 14). A good question to ask is “How do you 
feel, Lord?” Remember Jesus is the three Rs: Real, Relevant, and Relational. 

 
2. Maintain very consistent channels of communication-check your text 

messages multiple times daily (Ps. 1:2 (Hagah!); 119:97). 
 

3. Mirror Jesus (2 Cor. 3:18)!  
 

4. Speak His truth, only His truth and nothing but His truth. Live His truth, only 
His truth and nothing but His truth (Jn. 8:32-his truth will make me truly free!; 
14:6; 18:37). Jesus keeps consistent company with truth: if I do as well, I will hear 
His voice. Conrad Adenhaur, “Mr. Graham, do you believe in the Resurrection 
of Jesus Christ?” 

 
5. Engage my members under Jesus (2 Cor. 5:11-21). The disciple’s spiritual magna 

carta! PRISON MINISTRY PERSONIFIED. I’LL SPEAK A LITTLE MORE ON THIS 
IN THE BREAKOUT SESSION. 

 
6. Inquire often, “What is on your heart, Lord?” “Hey Lord, I going to have to deal 

with that person again, how would you?” Is his yoke becoming more familiar 
and fitting they way He wants it to (Matt. 11:28-30)? 

 
7. Learn to kill well! We kill and shall continue to kill the flesh (sarx - Rom. 8:13-15). 

This is an ongoing discipline for as long as your sojourn on planet earth. 
Recommendation: Read the book, ‘The Enemy Within’ by Kris Lundgaard. 

 
8. Be ever thankful and awestruck by God (Ps. 8:4, 40:5; Eph. 1:6; Phil. 2:6-8;  

1 Jn. 3:1)! 


